THE  GREAT ALEXANDER

timidity. Others think of nothing but how to get home.
Many more I cannot approve for a variety of reasons."

Nearchus, a native of Crete, came forward.

"Under the protection of God, I will conduct the fleet
safely into the Gulf of Persia; if the sea be navigable, and
the undertaking within the power of man to perform,"
he said.

Alexander gave him full authority.

Before embarking on his maritime adventure, Nearchus
sacrificed to Jupiter and held Olympic Games. He then
assembled his fleet and put to sea, to find that the problem
of fresh food presented an unforeseen difficulty, nothing
but fish being obtainable along the coast. At one juncture,
perceiving human beings upon the beach, he hove to. His
men jumped out of the ship, swam ashore, and attacked,
presumably in full battle array, for record says that the
natives were so frightened by the glittering armour that
they ran away. They were queer people, with hairy
bodies and heads, and long strong nails developed by
slicing the fish upon which they lived. They dwelt in
hovels at the water's edge, and had no iron, nor metal,
their spearheads being fashioned of wood hardened by
fire. They wore the skins of animals and large fishes.

Nearchus wrote an account of his voyage, complaining
frequently and bitterly of the indifferent anchorages,
which he found in some places intolerably stony, and in
others engulfed to a great depth with loose slime. He
sailed up the coast while Alexander made his way by land,
both doubting whether they would ever see the other again.
They met triumphantly and entered Susa, celebrating with
marriages and wild debauchery.

They moved to Babylon.

Emboldened by his success on land, Alexander once
more turned his attention to the sea, and summoned
Nearchus. Banquet followed banquet until, on the eigh-
teenth day of Desius, Alexander felt the symptoms of fever*